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III. 



DETAILED ACTION 



1 . 



Claims 1-18 are presented for examination. 



Allowable subject Matter 



2. Claims 1-18 are allowed over the prior art made of record. 

3 . The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: 

The prior art of record ( Eberman et al . (U.S. Patent 
6,173584,468) and Gabriel et al . (U.S. Patent 6,584,468)) does 
not disclose, teach or suggest the claimed limitations of ( in 
combination with all other features in the claims ) : 

each category of metadata comprising at least one set of 
metadata assigning at least one weight to each set of metadata, 
wherein a value of each weight is determined in accordance with 
a content of each set of metadata; and 

calculating a score for ranking the relevancy of each 
search result, wherein a score is calculated for each search 
result in accordance with the at least one assigned weight and 
category of each set of metadata, as claimed in claim 1. 
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The prior art of record ( Eberman et al . (U.S. Patent 
6,173584,468) and Gabriel et al . (U.S. Patent 6,584,468)) does 
not disclose, teach or suggest the claimed limitations of ( in 
combination with all other features in the claims ) : 

each category of metadata comprising at least one set of 
metadata; means for causing the processor to assign at least one 
weight to each set of metadata, wherein a value of each weight 
is determined in accordance with a content of each set of 
metadata; and means for causing the processor to calculate a 
score for ranking the relevancy of each search result, wherein a 
score is calculated for each search result in accordance with 
the at least one assigned weight and category of each set of 
metadata, as claimed in claim 8. 

The prior art of record ( Eberman et al . (U.S. Patent 
6,173584,468) and Gabriel et al . (U.S. Patent 6,584,468)) does 
not disclose, teach or suggest the claimed limitations of ( in 
combination with all other features in the claims ) : 

each category of metadata comprising at least one set of 
metadata; an assign weight code segment for assigning at least 
one weight to each set of metadata, wherein a value of each 
weight is determined in accordance with a content of each set of 
metadata; and a calculate score code segment for calculating a 
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score for ranking relevancy of search results of a search for 
the media on a communications network, wherein a score is 
calculated for each search result in accordance with the at 
least one assigned weight and category of each set of metadata., 
as claimed in claim 13 . 



The prior art of record ( Eberman et al . (U.S. Patent 
6,173584,468) and Gabriel et al . (U.S. Patent 6, 584 , 468) ) does 
not disclose, teach or suggest the claimed limitations of ( in 
combination with all other features in the claims ) : 

each category of metadata comprising at least one set of 
metadata, wherein the category comprises at least one of artist 
of the mis media, type of mis media, date the mis media was 
created, and creation location of the mis media; assigning at 
least one weight to each set of metadata, wherein: a value of 
each weight is determined in accordance with a content of each 
set of metadata; and the value of each weight is determined in 
accordance with at least one of bit rate of the mis media, 
duration of the mis media, sampling rate of the mis media, a 
number of occurrences of a term in a set of metadata, a number 
of links to a referenced web site in a set of metadata, a file 
type of the mis media, and a number of terms occurring between 
specified query terms in a web page; and calculating a score for 
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ranking the relevancy of each search result, wherein a score is 
calculated for each search result in accordance with the at 
least one assigned weight and category of each set of metadata, 
as claimed in claim 18. 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Yicun Wu 
whose telephone number is 703-305-4889. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 8:00 am to 4:30 pm, Monday -Friday. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Dov Popovici can be reached on 703- 
305-3830. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9306 for 
regular communications and 703-746-7240 for After Final 
communications . 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

Yicun Wu 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 
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